California children and oral health: trends and challenges.
This paper highlights fundamental elements of the challenge of securing optimal oral health for California's children, now and in the future, and underscores the need for new strategies to reduce the risk of dental disease and expand access to effective services. Developing effective strategies to gain optimal oral health for California children, especially those that are most vulnerable to dental disease and its consequences, requires an appreciation of key dynamic factors that define this challenge and the degree to which these factors are modifiable in the near and long term. Particular attention is directed toward three principal elements: population demographics, levels of dental disease in California children, and factors affecting access to services for vulnerable groups of children. The concluding section addresses the need for strategic action.